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 The Attendance Improvement Program will support schools in achieving attendance improvement targets in kindergarten and ninth 

grade. Increasing student attendance is a top priority and a critical factor to improve academic achievement. We are committed to 

engaging parents, students, school staff, and community members toward a common vision of graduation for all students. 

February 2015 

Celebrating The 100th Day of School! 

 

 
To maintain 96% or higher attendance, students can miss 

no more than 1 day for every 25 days of instruction.   
 

Here is a breakdown of absences by attendance band for 
the first 100 days of school.* 

 

 
 

*Note:  For students enrolled since the first day of school. 
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Monday, February 2nd, 2015 is the 

100th Instructional Day of School for 

LAUSD.    Students with 4 absences 

or less, who have been enrolled for 

all 100 instructional days, will 

“graduate” to the Proficient  

Attendance band on this date.  We 

can also use this attendance  

milestone to motivate our  students 

who are not currently meeting the attendance goal.  

Let’s continue to encourage our students to strive for 

excellent attendance.  Check out 100th Day tools  

created by AICs here! 

 

 

Looking Ahead… 

 

On Monday, March 2, 2015 we celebrate 

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday, which is also the 

National Education Association’s Read 

Across America day.  This year, the 

book selected is the Seuss classic, Oh, 

The Places You'll Go.  To Make your 

event Seussational, click here. NEA 

WEBSITE. 

As we begin the 2015 year, 

we should reflect on our  

successes, whether they’re 

big or small.  Thinking 

about our ups and downs, 

and those who helped us 

get though the tough 

times, makes reaching our 

goals more rewarding.  There are times that achieving our 

accomplishments would not be possible without the  

support of others.  The Attendance Improvement Program 

appreciates the support we receive from all of our  

stakeholders.  In the upcoming weeks, we should take a 

moment to show kindness towards others, specially to 

those who encourage and support our work.   

Random Act of Kindness (RAK) week is February 9-15, 2015.  

Take this week to step out of your normal routine or  

comfort zone and attempt a new random act of kindness.  

Remember—Kindness is contagious.    

Keep in mind, if you are not taking care of yourself, your 

“well” is empty, leaving you with a limited amount of  

energy to share with others.  When we practice self-care, 

we can then reach out more effectively to others and show 

our genuine appreciation.  Taking care of ourselves first,  

empowers us mentally, physically and emotionally.  Make 

sure you take the time to “recharge” yourself on a daily 

basis.   

http://achieve.lausd.net/Page/3019
http://www.nea.org/grants/886.htm
http://www.nea.org/grants/886.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Oh,_the_Places_You%27ll_Go.jpg


Spotlight 

Best Practices For Reflections & Setting Goals 

Melissa Morris, West Athens Elementary 

AIC Cristina Gonzalez believes that 

the start of the new semester offers a 

great opportunity for new beginnings 

and small successes.  As the 9th  

graders at Sun Valley High School 

ended the fall semester in December, 

some were not meeting their  

attendance goals and  academic  

requirements.  They were at-risk of 

giving up.  To remedy this risk, Ms. 

Gonzalez collaborated with several teachers and administrators to 

create a 9th grade life skills group for the students. 

Based on teacher referrals, students who accumulated between 4 and 7 

absences were screened to participate in the group.  These students 

were at-risk of repeating the 9th grade due to their poor attendance 

habits and low academic performance.  The students were open to 

meet regularly in a group.  They collectively decided that their  

ultimate goal was to not become a “9R.” As a group they selected food 

as an incentive to participate and be rewarded with for their  

success. 

Some of the topics that will be covered in the group sessions include  

goal setting, overcoming barriers, organization and accessing  

resources.  Since many of the students might not be able to reach their 

attendance and academic goals, the emphasis of the group will be 

progress not perfection.  The group will meet weekly to review the 

goals of the previous week, learn a new skill and reinforce the  

importance of success.  Invaluable to this project has been the support 

of Lead counselors Linet and Melinda who provided suggestions and 

tools for a wonderful group experience.  
 

Thank you for your contribution and dedication to the students at  

Sun Valley HS Ms. Gonzalez! 

Cristina Gonzalez, Sun Valley High School 

Kyndall Stovall, the Attendance Improvement Counselor, at Crenshaw 

High School makes classroom presentations to educate students on the 

importance of school attendance. In efforts to improve the 9th grade 

attendance, Ms. Stovall rewards  students who meet the attendance goal 

of 96% or higher attendance every 25th day of instruction.  Second  

semester, Ms. Stovall will have students reflect on their previous  

semester attendance rates and will encourage them to improve their 

attendance with new incentives.  Students with weekly perfect  

attendance will receive school bucks to buy various items from the “9th 

Grade Attendance Store,” including items such as school supplies, 

snacks, clothing, etc.  In addition, Ms. Stovall collaborates with PSA 

Counselor, Micquelyn Jones to educate parents about the importance of 

school attendance.  They will be hosting a parent meeting and inviting 

various community agencies such as THE Clinic, Wellness Center and 

CYFC (Children Youth & Family Collaboration) to provide parents with 

available community resources.  

Through these efforts they plan 

to equip parents with the  

necessary resources that may 

prevent students from coming to 

school. Ms. Stovall is making 

great efforts to improve 9th 

grade student attendance and 

the school culture at Crenshaw 

HS.   

Keep up the good work  

Ms. Stovall!  

Kyndal Stovall, Crenshaw High School 
Attendance Improvement  

Counselor (AIC), Ms. Diana Cliff 

has supported students at Van 

Nuys Elementary School bring in 

the New Year by renewing their 

pledges to improve and/or 

maintain their  

attendance.    Students will 

celebrate the 100th Day of 

Kindergarten with headbands 

for all students and a cookie 

and bubble party for students with Proficient attendance.  On February 

10th and 11th, a parent meeting will be followed by a Valentine’s  

Decorating parent/child workshop for all 6 kindergarten classes.   Paper, 

scissors, glue and lots of sparkles and hearts will be provided so  

everyone can stretch their creative wings. 

In addition, Kinder and TK students enjoy the weekly drawings held in 

each classroom.   They know that if they have perfect attendance for 

the week, their names will be entered in a drawing to choose a prize 

from the treasure box.   Students with perfect attendance for the month 

always receive a certificate and a prize from Ms. Cliff.   All kinder/TK 

students recite an attendance cheer every time Ms. Cliff enters their 

classroom.  Lots of enthusiasm and consistent parent contact continues 

to improve attendance at Van Nuys Elementary School.    
 

Kudos to Ms. Cliff! 

 

In January Attendance 

Improvement Counselors 

(AIC) are busy working 

with students, staff, and 

parents to reflect on past 

achievements, and set 

goals for the New Year.  

AIC, Melissa Morris, along 

with the support staff at 

West Athens Elementary 

School has focused on two 

main goals throughout the 2014-2015 year: 1) increasing student  

attendance and 2) raising awareness about bullying prevention.   

Recently, West Athens had a special visit from Ronald McDonald to help 

with bully prevention.  Ronald put on a magical performance that taught 

students in grades TK-2 the importance of friendship and cooperation 

and how to avoid bullying.  Students had a wonderful time singing songs, 

playing games, and most of all, watching Ronald do magic tricks! 

In addition, Ms. Morris and PSA Counselor, Derek Wu, have taken the 

lead in setting attendance goals for the second semester.  Currently, 

they are gearing up for the 100th day of school by reminding students of 

attendance expectations and upcoming activities including a cake and 

punch reception to acknowledge parents of children who have 96%  

attendance, a bubble party for Kindergarten students, and a school-wide 

100th day opportunity drawing.  Ms. Morris and Mr. Wu hope these  

incentives and positive behavior support activities will raise awareness 

about the importance of school attendance as well as create a  

welcoming school environment where students can feel safe on a daily 

basis.   

Thank you Ms. Morris and Mr. Wu for your  

collaborative efforts and for all you do for our students!  

Diana Cliff, Van Nuys Elementary 


